4                        THE ORIGINS OF THE WAR
More than half a century earlier Moltke had writ-
ten of the war fought by Prussia against Austria
in these words: 'The war of 1886 did not take place
because Prussia was threatened, or in obedience to
public opinion, or to the will of the people. It was
a war long foreseen, prepared with deliberation, and
recognised as necessary by the Cabinet, not in order
to obtain territorial aggrandisement, but in order to
secure the establishment of Prussian hegemony in
Germany/ Germans recur, and there is a grim
sameness about their history and their ideas. It is
therefore important to look beyond the questions
of Danzig and the Polish Corridor in order to
understand why German military force and German
terrorism were loosed again in Europe in 1939.
At the same time, in a matter of such terrible
gravity for all civilized peoples the immediate occa-
sion of the war deserves study no less than the
deeper causes. Moreover, the events leading up to
the outbreak of hostilities throw much light on
these deeper causes. Throughout the summer of
1939 Germans and German diplomacy were true to
type.
I. The Immediate Cause. Danzig and the Corridor
The prelude to the war came in March 1939. In
this month Hitler added to his previous breaches of
faith by the occupation of Prague and the suppres-
sion of the last remains of Czech independence.
The next stage in German aggression against weaker
States seemed likely to be an attack on Poland,
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